EUROPEAN CIVIC FORUM

Board meeting

15 December 2009

European economic and social committee (EESC)
99, rue Belliard, 1040 Brussels

MINUTES



Were present:

BARABAS Miklos, European House Budapest (Hungary), BARGE Pierre, AEDH - Association
européenne pour la défense des droits de 'Homme (Belgium), BERG Carsten, IRI-Europe - Initiative
and referendum Institute (Germany), BLOQUET Cédric, CIDEM - Civisme & Démocratie (France),
BOLINI Raffaella, ARCI — Associazione di promozione sociale (ltaly), BOUAL Jean Claude, Permanent
forum of civil society (Belgium), DIKKER Tessa, FDO - Forum voor Democratische Ontwikkeling
(Netherlands), GROSJEAN Philippe, Permanent forum of civil society (Belgium), HELSON Philippe,
Contact 2103 (Belgium), LEMAL Philippe, Fédération des Maisons de Jeunes en Belgique
Francophone (Contact 2103, Belgium), LOPEZ David, La Ligue de I'Enseignement (France),
NAJMOWICZ Alexandrina, ECF Coordinator, NGO Sophie, AEDH (Belgium), Pirvulescu Cristian,
Association PRO DEMOCRATIA (Romania), PRUSSAK Florian, Animafac (France), ROIRANT Jean-Marc,
ECF President, SUESSER Jan Robert, Ligue des droits de 'Homme (France), SADOWSKI Piotr, CSV -
Community Service Volunteers (UK), VALDMAA Sulev, Jaan Tonissoni Institute (Estonia).

Apologies received:
CNVOS (Slovenia), GSI Italia, Fondation CIVES (Spain), AEGEE (Belgium), Documenta (Spain), Cap
Magellan (Portugal), Kesalukioseura ky (Finland), Ano Pro Evropu (Czech Republic)

Invitees:

Lucy SWAN, European Commission, Secretariat general, “Institutional affairs” Unit, Staffan Nilsson,
President of EESC Group Il “Various interests”, Patrick Feve, Head of Unit “Relations with civil society
organisations, institutional affairs”, EESC.

1. OPENING

ECF president, Jean-Marc ROIRANT, welcomes the Board members present and apologises those who
were not able to participate in this meeting. In the opening, the president presents the contacts
established with the Members of the European parliament or representatives of .the European
Commission working on civil dialogue matters and responsible for relations with civil society:

- contacts have been established with Vice-presidents of the European Parliament: Isabelle
DURAND (group Greens/EFA) and Libor ROUCEK (Group of the Progressive Alliance of
Socialists and Democrats), 'Rodi KRATSA-TSAGAROPOULOU (EPP-ED), Marie-Christine
VERGIAT (GUE/NGL) to present the initiative “For a structured European civil dialogue and to
discuss about their participation in the conference-debate on this issue on 22 March 2010 in
Brussels ;

- contacts have also been taken with Gérard Legris, Head of Unit « Transparency, relations
with stakeholders and external organisations” within the Secretariat general of the European
Commission;
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- a letter has been sent to Jose Manuel Barroso following his reelection at the head of the
European Commission and with regard to the preparation of portfolios of new
commissioners, calling for the designation of a European Commissioner responsible for civil
dialogue and relations with organized civil society (click here to download the letter and
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Jean-Marc Roirant announces the institutional changes occurred within the new Commission:

- the designation of Vice-president Viviane REDING as Commissioner in charge of “Justice,
Fundamental Rights and Citizenshipé;

- the transfer of Unit D4 « Citizenship» from DG « Education and Cultureto DG
Communication raises the deep concern of ECF Board, as. citizenship policy cannot be
reduced toa “communication exercise” of the European Commission, but rather supposes
the existence of a genuine dialogue with stakeholders.

The European Civic Forum is part of the structured dialogue group on « Active European Citizenship »
of DG Education & Culture and regularly participates in the working meetings on matters related to
the development of “Europe for citizens” programme or other issues of current EU relevance. This
working ‘group will be transferred, together with D4 Unit, under the responsibility of DG
Communication, under Commissioner Reding’s political authority.

= it has been decided to voice an opinion and to send a position paper to the MEPs (click here to
download the letter) to draw their attention on these before the hearing of the Commissioner
designate Viviane Reding and a letter to Commissioner Reding right after the new CommissionQ &
final approval.

2. EUROPEAN CIVIC DAYS

Follow-up of the recommendations emerged from the European Civic Days in La Rochelle 2008
under French EU presidency (click here for more information):

Mobility:
- conclusions.of the Council « EDUCATION, YOUTH et CULTURE » of the Member States
Governments organized in‘Brussels on-21 November 2008 on the theme of youth mobility;
- green paper of the European Commission “Promoting the learning mobility of young people”;
- mobility and NGO twining.

Dialogue:

- report on civil dialogue by the European Parliament (“Grabowska report”);
- report on social economy by the European Parliament (“Toia report”);

Participation:
- European Year of Volunteering: 2011;
- Reinforcement of representation of associations and NGOs within the European economic
and social committee.
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http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/lettre_a_barroso.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/reponse_de_barroso.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/letter_meps_reding_hearing.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/letter_meps_reding_hearing.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/follow-up_of_the_recommendations_emerged_in_la_rochelle.pdf

Presentation of the draft programme of the European Civic Days in Malaga on 7, 8 and 9 May 2010
in the framework of the Spanish EU presidency (click here to download the draft programme) and
proposals from the administrators:

- make sure that there is enough debate time with the audience during the workshops ;
- communicate as soon as possible the list of organisations involved in the preparation of the
event and all practical information related to the conditions to participate in the event.

Presentation of the organisation process of the European Civic Days on 7, 8 and 9 May 2011 in the
framework of the Hungarian EU presidency (click here to download the draft presentation):

- preparatory meetings took place on 16 December 2008 and 22 January 2010;

- the general theme of the event will focus on-active citizenship through participatory
mechanisms provided in the Lisbon Treaty;
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- there will be a two-times event: first “institutiona
at a grassroots level :“study visits”.

part in Budapest and second part, more

3. CAMPAIGN FOR THE RENEWAL OF THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE (EESC)

Established in 1957 by the Treaty of Rome, the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) is a
consultative body of the European Union. The EESC main task is to advise the three -major
institutions: the European Parliament, the Council of the European Union and the European
Commission.

The Committee is made up of 344 members and it is structured into three Groups:

A thed 9 YLI 2 & S Nuhiéh combsiskPoblmeltibers coming from private and public sector of
industry, of SMEs, of chambers of commerce, retail and wholesale, banks and“insurance
companies, transports and agriculture;

A GKS &9 YLX 2 ek @pteserdsNP thalchtegories of employees, from workers to
topexecutives. Its members represent national trade union organisations ;

A GKS a+I NR 2dza ,wfidh SE ddgaihér reprdddhtdrivds from sectors of
economic, social and civic life that are not covered by the first two groups, i.e. bodies
representing craftsmen, farmers, SMEs, the professions, consumers, environmentalists,
social economy organisations (cooperatives, mutual associations), family associations and
associations promoting the rights of disabled people and combating exclusion, the general
interest (NGOs), etc.

The EESC members are appointed for a four-year period* by the Council of Ministers of the
European Union on the basis of nominations by the Member States put together in the light of
proposals from representative civil society organisations at national level. Their mandate is
renewable. The current mandate of EESC members runs until September 2010.

! With the entering into force of the Lisbon Treaty, EESC members will be appointed for a five-year period.
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http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/draft_programme_malaga.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/draft_presentation.pdf

EESC members belong to national organisations acknowledged as representative of organised civil
society in the EU. Thus, the EESC enables representatives of economic, social, socio-occupational and
civic organisations to actively become part of the policy- and decision-making processes at EU level.

Nonetheless, the current make up of the Various Interests Group (Group lll) of the European
Economic and Social Committee does not adequately reflect the diversity and the developments of
organised civil society. Not only its members make up less than a third of EESC members - currently
109 members - but also many of them actually should be sitting in one of the two other Groups,
employers and employees. Currently, only about 35% of the Various Interests Group members are
representatives of civil society organizations - associations, foundations, mutual societies,
cooperatives and NGOs - other than-employers and employees' organisations.

This is why, in the run up to the renewal of the European Economic and Social Committee in
September 2010 and the nomination procedures by the Member states, it is essential that the
associations and NGOs campaign at national levels to raise public awareness on these issues and
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the EESC.

All the organisations members of the European Civic Forum are warmly invited to
participate in this campaign (click _here to download the campaign letter’) in their
respective countries and to raise their governments awareness on these issues, using this
background note on the EESC functioning and the EESC nomination procedures across
every EU Member state. ECF members are also encouraged to apply to their national
bodies responsible for the nominations for the next EESC years term.

\

4. ECF CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EUROPEAN COMMISSIONGS
PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS

A Contribution to the public consultation on youth mobility for learning purposes (click here
to download the document);

download the document).

5. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A STRUCTURED FRAMEWORK FOR
THE EUROPEAN CIVIL DIALOGUE

The European Civic Forum has initiated, together with several European networks and platform
sharing the same willingness to make organized civil society become a part of the European decision
making process, an annual encounter of stakeholders which will be hosted this year within the
European Economic and Social Committee’s hemicycle in Brussels on 22 March (click here to
download the draft programme).

> This campaign is being supported by several EU networks via their member organisations at national level.
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http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/letter_regarding_the_eesc_renewal.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/background_note_on_the_role_fonctionning_of_the_eesc.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/nomination_procedures_across_eu_member_states.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/ecfs_contribution_to_the_green_paper_on_youth_mobility.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/ecfs_contribution_to_the_green_paper_on_youth_mobility.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/ecfs_contribution_to_the_green_paper_on_eci.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/ecfs_contribution_to_the_green_paper_on_eci.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/ecfs_contribution_to_the_green_paper_on_eci.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/programme_22.03.10-en.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/programme_22.03.10-en.pdf
http://www.civic-forum.fr/documents/doc/programme_22.03.10-en.pdf

Article 11 of the Lisbon Treaty makes participatory democracy a principle of governance. Thus civil
dialogue becomes one of the major tools in decision-making in all areas of European policy, the EU
institutions being required to conduct "an open, transparent and regular dialogue with
representative associations and civil society".

Strengthening the political legitimacy of the EU institutions means participation of all stakeholders in
the discussions on EU policy. Organised civil society, which is the vehicle for this participation, is an
obvious player in European democratic decision-making.

This event will be the occasion to publicly launch a set of concrete recommendations for the setting
up of a structured framework for civil dialogue at European level.

6. STATUTORY AGENDA 2010

Date / Place ‘ Type
22 March 2010 Conference-debate: “A structured civil dialogue for a citizen-
Brussels, Belgium friednly European Union”
23 March 2010 ECF General assembly

Brussels, Belgium

6 May 2010 ECF Board meeting
Malaga, Spain

7,8 and 9 may 2010 European Civic Days : towards a European social citizenship
Malaga, Spain

16 September 2010 Seminar on promoting civil dialogue practices at national and Eu
Zagreb, Croatia levels.
17 September 2010 ECF Board meeting

Zagreb, Croatia

Decembre 2010 ECF Board meeting on the occasion of the European
Brussels, Belgium Commission’s “Active citizenship Forum”.
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