EUROPEAN CIVIC FORUM
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MINUTES

15 Apil 2009

European economic and social committee (EESC)
74, rue de Treves, 104Yrussels



PARTICIPANTS :

The following organisations were represented:

AEDH¢ European association for ¢hdefense of Human rightS«CIDEM- Civisme & Démocratie

(France), ANCEAthens network of collaborating expert&Greece), ARClItaly), Permanent forum of

European civil society (Belgignfr-DO- Forum voor Democratische Ontwikkeli(igetherland3, CSV

Community Service Volunteer@Jnited Kingdorjy CNVOSg Center for information service,
cooperation and development of NGOs (Shua ANIMAFAC (Fraay, Pour la solidarité (Belgigm

Contact 2103Social Forum Cypriis D{ L LG f Al = [ It (Fianke, da&itute & Publie 9 y &4 S A
Affairs (Poland, CIVES-oundatiorfSpair), A®ciatia Pro_Democratia (Romajpidigue of Human

rights (France).

1. OPENING

Thepresident JearMarc Roirant, welcoms therepresentativesf the organizations member of the
Eurgean Civic Forumi F { Ay 3 LI NI Ay GKA&a adl ddzizaNe  YSSiAy3
able, mostly due to financial reasons, to come to Brussels. Within the official opening of this general
assembly, the president proposes the adoption of the minwtthe last general assemblReport
unanimously adopted.

2. STATUTORY REPORTS

Activity report 2008

Alexandrina Najmowig¢zoordinator, presents the Activity report 2008 of the European Civic Forum
(seeAnnexl).

The first part is dedicated to aribf hisory of the Forum, since its informal creation in 2005 up to

now. A second part recalls the key moments of the Forum during 2008 andprbjects
accomplishedlaunching2 ¥ G KS OF YLI A3y a! SUOREY/ 2F2 HKS dzZND difi@
51 & a € Roghglle (Flance), Europe for citizens Forum (Brussels, Belgium), European Education Fair
(Paris, France) etc.

Within 2008 the European Civic Foruvas counted6 nationalassociations and NGOs within 22 EU
countries, involved inmatters relating to civienindedness and education to citizenship.

Financial report 2008
Cdric Bloquet, ECF administratorsémciation MEM - Civisme &Deémocratie) presents the
9dzNB LISIFY [/ A@DAO C2 NHzY analyzfd eddgnard expenditivdanipinddme fasNJ H n ny

Most of the expenditure$46533c = m and maome (467n p n X wegisteeedthis yearare related
to the organisabn of the & 9 e Civic Dayson 4, 5 ad 6 September 2008 in La Rodgel
(France).
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The 200&ccounts have been settled wity 1803 Eurossurplus which we suggedb allocate to the
adjournment

These accounts have been audited by the cabinet Ferco whrelspsnsible sinceour last general
asembly, of auditingour accountslong with the provisions of the French law.

Recommendations from the members:

Philippe Grosjan, Permanent forum of civil societiighlights the needt&r 1S G KS y SE

I A@GAO 51 &a¢ Y2NB AYyGSNI OGA@Ss SallSOoArtte a NB3
the workshops.

Philippe Helson, Contact 2108twork is satisfied withthe success of the civic days in La Rochelle

and of the impact of the recommendations emerged from the debates, which have been taken up
within the dMagaziné on European Mobility9 dzZNB LISy / 2YVYAAAA2Y Q& AYy T2 NJ
education and culture acss Europe.

Pierre Barge, AEDHecalls the political dimension of the assative involvement within the
Eiropean constructionand points out the necessity for thBIGO sector to get organized and
structured in order to take part in the dialogue with thetitigions.

Crista Huisman, FD€grets the presentation of the statutory documents in French, winietkes it
impossible foherto appreciatetheir content

JeanClaude Boual,Permanent forum of civil societyhopes for a betterhorizontal dynamics
betweenthe members of the European Civic Forum and suggeststtking pogramme of the
Forum should be established along with those of member organizations.

Goran Forbici, CNVOfcommendssetting up a «discussionforum» on our website to allow
membersexchame with each other. He also suggests that the membership fee shouhndsaifrom
20 Euros to 150 Euros.

5F@AR [ 2LIST = [ A 3 deSitesth8 NGOQ tghib& Xx&ABY B YSFilii SN a2 6y SNE
speak out on behalf of the Forum within public conferenoeassociative gatherings and to promote
its activities to their national institutions and contacts.

Tamara Flanagan, CSahd Raffaella Bolini, ARGiall to mind the diversity of national practice$

civil engagemenacross the Europeadnionand the needo take fair account of this variety when
setting up an institutional framework of civil dialogue at EU level. They are also very enthusiastic
about organizing NGO twining, as they might stimulate the creation of working groups on specific
themes, such asfor example, the statute of the European association and the sharing of good
practice of lobbying and dialogue with the institutions both at national and European level.

After these hearings, the president submits the statutory reports to vote.

The activity report and the financial statements are unanimously adopted with one abstention.
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PRESIDENT& REPORT AND PERSPECTIVES FOR 2009/2010

JeanMarc Roirant, preidentof the European Civic Forurastatesii KS C2 NHzY Q& | YOAGAZ2Y
civic and popular ownership of Europe, andrecallsthe three main priority actions aiming to fulfill
this objective:

1. Carry outinformation and awareness campaignamongst European citizens et them
more involved withinthe public policies anthe current political issues;

2. Foster encounters and exchangbetween our members andegularlyorganise gatherings
of Europeanstakeholdersin those countries which hold the Presidency of the Council of the
European Union

3. Work for the development of genuine European civil dialoguand empower NGOs and
associations to actively take part in the democratic functioning of our sosietie

In 2008, the information and awareness campaigrPlan C for Europe¢ has given a new impetus to
0KS 9dzNRBLISIY [/ A@GAO C2 Ratmag 008 -wittinkhé Sengral ¥ssemblydfiO K SR
campaign will bearriedforward all along 2009 and 2010.

Based on two actionssupporting the NGO development across Europe and lobby for the adoption of an
institutional framework for European civil dialoguellédwing the example of social dialoguethis
campaign aims at empowering NGOs all across the European Union and mostly in those countries which
lack of associative tradition and a structured civil society, due to their specific history and politieat.cont

Taking up therecommendations of the «European Civic Daysin La Rochelle, a specifig

financial tool for NGO twining bould be announcedat the beginning of June by the
European Commission within thekurope for citizens programme.

e e [
The EuropearCivic Forum pursues itampaign for thesetting upof a structured framework for
European civil dialoguand the adoptionof a Statute for the European association whinight,
beyond the symbolic recognition of the freedom of assembbip simplifying the administrative
procedures of the transnational organizatioasd facilitatingthe access to European founding. This
statute might alsgrovidethe associationsvith a specialrepresentative mandate to ‘take part in the
permanent-and structured dialogueitlv the European institutions.

Facing the current period of strong political and institutiotnsformations ¢ election of the
European Parliamenthe selection of a new European Commission, ratification process of the Treaty
of Lisbong the major respnsibility of the European Civic Forum isyadher representatives of civil
society organizations from national to transnational and European level andrk together and

bring up recommendations for the future of the

European Union. \

In this perspectiveand following the example in o _
La Rochelleanother & 9 dzN2 LISy O A ¢ A lhe Ruropegn: insphtyfigngare getting

be organized in Spain ioollaboration with a more and more interested in the
group of local NGOs, during the first semester ©€mergence of our network on the
2010 within the Spanish EU Presidenon a European public scene: the ECHs

thematic related to the European year for ~Mmember of the Liaison group with the
combating poverty and social exclusion. In 2011, ~Civil society orgasationsin the EESC and
which will be the European Year of Volunteering,  Of the Active European Citizenship Group
some actions are also planned to happen during (AECG) set up by the Europear
the Hungarian and Polish EU Presidencies. L I 2YYAaBGEACY Qa .
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4. ACTION PLAN 2009

Date / Place

26 February 2009
Madrid, Spain

Type of activity

Preparatory meeting for the organisation of th
dS02yYR a9dzNRLISIFY OA¢
the Spanish EU presidency.

Themes

Active European Citizenship

10 - 11 March 2009
Prague,
Czech Republic

Conference within sthe Czech EU presigenc

Building consensus about EU policies

democracy support

Gathering of civil society stakeholders Civil

14 April 2009 society day>: organised bu the ECF Participatory democracy
EES@russels, collaboration with other EU networks an and civil dialogue
Belgium paltforms in order tocall on EU deputies on th the organised civil society

run up to the European elections on the mea calls on MEPs

to set up a genuine civil dialogue at a EU ley

! YIyATSadz2 aC2N |

RAIFIt23dzS¢ ogAftft 0S 2
15 April 2009 Participatory democracy and civil
EES@russels, . RA | S )

.CB General Assembly of the European Civic Forl Aakt 2_ =l gze C 2 NBETE

Belgium coming EU elections
7 May 2009 Folbw-up meetingc¢ civil soceity day within | Followup of the joint initiative for a
EES@russels, the leasion groupe with the civil socief genuine european civil dialogue
Belgium organisations of the EESC.
18 May 2009 Second preparatory meeting for the ne»
Madrid, Spain Godzi6R vy OAGAO RI &aé A Active European Citizenship
September 2009 A . A Dialogue

aSSuAy13 27 uKS 9/ C( S
Stockholm, i . i o Participation

following a conference within the high visibilif
Sweden . .

event of the Sedish EU Presidency.
Novembre 2009 -aSS(]AYEI 2T GKS 9/ CcQ. )

followed by a press conference; Followup and final report of the

EESGrussels o ) ) recommendaﬂtlons emerged from the
Belgium -t F NUAOALI GAZ2Yy Ay UfF European cie days in La Rochelle.

forum of the DG EAC.
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5. ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND THE
STEERING COMMITTEE

According to the statutes of the European Civic Foagopted within the constitutive General
assembly of 20 December 2006, the Board of directors is composedleasit21 members. A
third of the Board is to be reelected every year for a three year mandate.

In 2008, the outgoing associations and NGOs were the following:

The 7 outgoing membergppliedfor a new mandate and stney are unanimously mected for a 3
year mandate.

GSI Italia (Italy);

Animafac (France)

Ano pro Evropu (Czech republic)
CIDEM (France)

EAEGE (Belgiun) ;

Documenta (Spair) ;

FDO (Netherland$.

[ N A o A e A

Three organisations enter the Board of directofer a 3 year mandate with the unanimous
agreement of the general assembly:

U APD - Asociatia pro democratia (Romania;
U CNVOS (Slovenia;
U ' CIVES (Spain).

Every association will officiallydicate the names of the persongefmanent andsubstitute) that
will sit in the Board of directors.

TheBoard is now composed df4 organisations from 16 EU countries (see Annex).

The followingSteering committee has been unanimously elected by the Boamembers:

U Jean-Marc Roirant, Préa A RSy & o[ A3dzS RS :f QSya
U Raffaella Bolini, VicePresident{ARCI, Italy;

U Jan Robert Suesser, VicePresidentLigueof Humanrights France)

U Monika Pajerova, VicePresidentAno pro EvropuCzechrepublig ;

U Cristian Pirvulescu, VicePresident(Asociatia pro democratia, R@nig ;

U Dragan Stojanovski, SecretaryAEGEE Europe);

U Cédric Bloquet, Treasurer (CIDEM, France).
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN CIVIC FORUM

The general assembly unanimousigted i KS . 2 | NR Q d0 atdd@R5Ld2va Assodidtiohs
become members of the European Civic Farum

1. ANCE (Athens network of collaborating experts), Greece
- ONGcreated in1996 by a group of experts in international development cooperation
and technical assistancdoday it has succeeded to create an extensive network of
collaborators and volunteers for the promotiorf sustainable development and the
support ofvulnerable social groups

2. IDC (Initiative for development and cooperation), Serbia
- NGOsproviding free legal assistance, social aid, vocational training as well as tracking
FYR FylfelAy3d KdzYly NRAIKGA GA2f | dsitayor € SIA &
ofvulnerable population
3. [EUROPEAN SOCIAL FORUM, Cyprus
- .~ national platformof 200 memberscovering 4 thematic fieldsEducationand Youth

Envirooment and agricultural development;Persons with disabilities and health
problems; Ative citizenshp.

4. IPA (Institute of public affairs), Poland
- independant think tank created in 1995 to support modernisation reforms and to
provide a forum for informed debate on social and political issues. It conducts research
as we as societal analysis ampdesents pdcy recommendations Since 2003 IPA
conducts a project aiming touild an NGO friendly environment in PolagékOMPAS

5. CMR(/ 2yaSAf RSa al NAIyySa )Fé@nced | wSLlzof AljdzS Sii
- NGO fighting for gender equaliand promotion of the Europea Union.

*k%k

As there is nothing left to discuss on the agenda, the president officially closes the statutory part of
the general assembly 2008 of the European Civic Forum.
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PUBLIC MEETING

The second half of this general assemblyeien dedicated to further pergetives for 2010/2011 and
to current European political issues.

In his opening addresStaffan Nillson, president2 ¥ 3INR dzLJ LLL &+ | Ndboarda Ay iS
economic and social committee shows his support and encouragement for the activities
developed by the European Civic Forum in the field of the active European citizenship and civil
dialogue. He also welcomes our gatherings within the EESC premises, recalling the very purpose

of this institution as an intermediary bodyorking to getcivil societyorganisationscloser tothe

other European institutions.

ORGANISATION OF THE SECOND 6EUROPEAN CIVIC DAYSe ¥  { -t201@ b

Carmen Pinedo, CIVES presents the project of organising the seconBuopean Civic Daysin 2010
in Spain within the Spanish Pregidy of the European Union, artnership with.a group of10
Spanish NGOs under the coordination of CIVES foundation:

1. CIVES

Asociacion Pro Derechos Humanos de Espana;
ASDERederacion de asociaciones de scouts de Espafna);
MPDL,

Solidaridad Internacional

Documenta

Plataforma de las ONG de accion sgcial

Plataforma de voluntariado

© TN o=g A~ W N

Fundacion Ferrer y Guardlia
10. Liga espafiola de la educacion y de cultura popular.

Theseassociations and NG@se very importantactors withinthe third sector in Spain.

A first2 NH |y prejpaBabody @eeting took place or26 February2009in Madrid.Back then is has
been decided to follow the format in LA Rochelle as regards the organisation of thematic workshops
in relation with current issues of European interest and the themaf 2010- European Year of
combating poverty and social exclusion: European social citizenship.

Anotherpreparatory meeting is to be hold orll8 May2009in Madridto discuss into further details
the choice of the place and thaates of theproject, thetasks division, etc.

The Spanish partners aresponsibleof establishingocal contactsand partnershipsvith the national
and regionalnstitutions. In collaboration with the European Civic Forum, they are also responsible of
fundraising.

A transversal approach, comingfrom local to European level, will beprivileged The added value of
the project will namely consist in the diversity of the participants and the choice ofitbi® {-dziR2
approach in getting grassroots organizations working together take proposals for the European
policy making, implementation and evaluation.

*kk

The participants suggest axtivelyinvolve all the organisations member of tB®ropeanCivic forum
in the preparationof this event,to set upworking groupdor establishng the themes and selecting
the gakeholdersto be involved in the workshops

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu
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PERSPECTIVES FOR 2011 ¢ EUROPEAN YEAR OF VOLUNTEERING

Taking up a civil society initiativeupported by the European Civic Forum in the framework of the
FANBO @9 dzNREASF V[ S/ILABSAYG SWNJI | Eardpead §omnfiskion hed @ée&ly  S> G
accepted tadeclare 2011 as a European Year of Volunteering and intends to make a formal proposal

during the first half of 2009

Tamara Flanagan, CSV introduces this initiative, from its origin up to present and future
perspectives the idea was born back in 2005 during the British EU Presidency and it has been
supported by future French and Czech presidencikeskey moment was the adoption of the
9dzNB LISy LI NI Al Y S pténthar 2008 i 2fédvoezioh thig inithte, asking the
Commission to declare 2011 tk&uropean Year of Volunteerifig

Currently the Commission is in phase of inter service consultatiwha formal announcement will
be made before the European elections.

Associationsand NGOs from all across Europe should actively get invaivibg preparation of this
year of volunteering by lobbyintheir respectivelocal authorities concerned with this isste get
them participatng in the cofinancingof specific activties for the year

Celebrating a European year of volunteeringuld be an opporunity to recognizethe role of
associationsand promote he contribution of volunteers withinthe economic and social
developmentof our societiesand thetransmissiorof civic values.

Objectives:

A wSO23ayAaidArzy 27F GKS ofhe dkilzyhayII&/eldp and e @heftSovtsei (
target population

A Respect the diversity of national practices
A wSO23yAildAzy 2F (GKS @2t dzy i S Sobidl dveldpefitli NA 6 dzil A 2 Y

A Highlight thepolitical and ideologicalimensionof the civic engagement as exercise of active
citizenship

A Opportunity to show that Europe belongs to its citizens

Possible instruments:

A Information campings;
Coopeation between different serees of the Europea@iommission;
Mobilisation of civil society

Crosscutting use ofll relevant European programmes

o o Io I»

Specific financiabolsX

1o22Ay0 AYAGALFGAGS 2F a9 dzNE LESrbpgan V@untdered@rg (CEVY, thdzgodid Blatfaryi,3 1 1 MM
the World Organisation of the Scouts Movement, the Red Cross/European Union Office, the European Youth Forum (YFJ), the
older peoples platform AGE, Caritas Europa, Volonteurope (CSV), Solidar, the Confederation of Eeropedixpert

Services (CESES), ENGAGE business network, EURAG, Johanniter International, the European Association of Voluntary Service
Organisations (AVSO), the European #&mvernmental Sports Organizations (ENGSO and ENGSO Youth), Youth Action for

Peae (YAP), the Euclid Network and Eurodiaconia.

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu

f

{



11

EUROPEAN CIVICFh w | aPR@POSITIONS FOR THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS

Jean-Marc Roirant, ECF debriefsthe &Civil sotety day held in Brussels on 14 April on the initiative of
the European Civic Forum and other European networks and platfarmpartnership with the
Group Il of the EESC.

A common manifesto kor a genuine European civil dialogu&as been launched ahis occasion

to call on the political parties on the setting up of a permanent dialogue with the representative
assaiations and the civil society in the frame of the ratification of the Treaty of Lisbon providing
along with its article 11 instrumentsifa more participatory-democracy.

This eventis an important step forwardowards structuring thaup to now disconnectediebates
about civil dialogue at BEuropeanevel

The European Civic Forum undertook to gatkmgether about twenty of the biggest Ewpean
networks and platforms beyonand stand up united beyonithe diversity of their respetive fields of
action for a crosgutting general interest: the adoption of a statute for the European associations
and foundations and a structured framework fowit dialogue, following the example of social
dialogue.

This joint initiative is a first stepof an active mobilization of the European networks for the
recognition and theaking intoconsideration of the voice of civil society.

*k%k

Within its closing adress,Risto Raivio, head ofdCitizenship Unit of the DG EAC welcomes the
contribution of the European Civic Forum to the European debate on means to promote an active
9dzNRB LISFY OAGAT SYaKAL)E SaLISOAITf & LI AnyLaRoghelle 2 dzi
in raising recommendations from grassroots actors and putting them forward to the European
institutions.

These recommendations have been inspiring the instituticara politicalreflectionson the new
ISYSNI A2y 2F &9 daMineds theFBumMpedn ConimisSaispecific LiidBcAl tool

for NGO twining will be put to test this year by the Commission in the frame of the European Year of
Creativity and Innovation and a pilot call for projects will be published this summer.

2 European Civic ForumCOFACHConfederation of family organisations in the EWEDH (European
Association for the defense of Human rightéputh Forum Jeuness&urochild the Platform of European
social N®s ILGA(International Lesbian and Gay Associati@l)ClS$ LL(the European platform of civil society
for education and lifelong learninglEuropean movement, EDfEuropean Disability ForumEFC(European
foundation center),RED(Rurality, EnvironmentDevelopment), Grouping of NGOs social services providers
(Solidar, EASPLY, European association of service providers for persons with disabil@iEE)AG; European

council of associations of general intere#EUCO 1 KS 9 dzNRB LIS y O2 y &EWYBumgetn 2 NHI y A
62YSyQa £20080% | w5b 61 dzYl¥ NAIKGA FyR RSY2ONI Oe ySis
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- ANNEX 1 -

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORUM
ACTIVITY REPORT 2008
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EDITO

Created at the end of World War |l to establish lasting peace, the European project was
founded on the commonly shared values of democracy, rule of law, solidarity and respect for
human dignity and diversity. This projeeabled the building of a unique and innovative
model of economic and political integration. However, the process is now suffering from a
lack of commitment from citizens many of whom notice the gap between themselves and EU
institutions.

Currently in proess of ratifying, the Treaty of Lisbon took into account the necessity for a
greater implication of citizens to European life. Article 11 explicitly acknowledges the
principle of participatory democracy. It thus meets the strong demand of many in European
civil society for andpen, transparent and regular dialogue with representative associations
and civil society As a result real efforts from institutions to achieve it are now on the
agenda.

LG A& dzNBSyid G2 SyO2dzN> 3S GEKS AND2 812N (yAS/H

participatory and deliberative method¥et, a more participatory demmacy cannot ignore

the role of associations and NG@s civil dialogue.Schools of democracy and active
citizenship, associations working for the general interest@ivileged places of expression
for European citizens, particularly important when they have the feeling they are not really
consulted.

Countering to the tendency to general civic disaffectivoluntary sector can restore
enthusiasm and build a Europthat would not be reduced to merely economic
preoccupations. But a Europe that would be attached to social justice, promote access to
education and culture for everyone, would be respectful of Human rights and of cultural
diversity, and that would be coamed about sustainable development.

The EU should guarantee the institutional framework of a European civil dialogue in@rder t
foster the construction of a-more demaocratic, civic and social Europe. European associative
networks are key actors to structuthis dialogue. A civic and popular ownership of European
construction cannot be possible unless-the role and the relevance of the voice of hundreds of
thousand associations, committed to educational, cultural and social issues, is been
recognized.

JeanMarc Roirant,
President

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu
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TheEuropean Civic Forum is a young network with a strong ambitioencourage and facilitate a civic

and popular ownership of Europe, by means of connecting logalegional and national associative
actors involved in matters relating to active citizenship and civic mindedness and by setting up joint
AYAGAL OA GakellKSY By BSAHR y@A 9dzNRLISHY OAGAT Sy GKI

The European Civic Forum Haseninformally created in 17 December 2005 in Strasbourg, when
250 European leaders of associations-and NGOs gathered together withtodheil of Europe to
discuss about the future of the European Union and the European citizenship.

Currently

Currenty the Forum is become transnational network of 86 associations and NGOs from 22
European countries involved in matters relating to civic mindedness and education to citizenship.

The European Civic Forum is bothedwork of associations and NGOs and amual gathering of
European ‘associative actorAfter a oneyear of informal functioning, the members of the Form
decided to make a step forward amdficially registeras an asociationWaiting for the adoption of

a statute of the European associatiothe Forum is temporarily an association ruled by the French
law (law:1901).

Therefore, within theconstitutive General assembly of 20 and 21 December 2006 in Paris, the members
of the European Civic Forum adopted the statutes and elect@baad of directors and a steering
committee. The 2008 Board of directors is compose@bfmembers from 14 European countries and is
responsible for strategic development of the network.

Since its creation, the European Civic Forum Actively works for:

1. brining to the foreground a real European civic dialogue based on clear thinking,
exchange and the elaboration of propositions on the use of civic rights for all a
the link between citizens and the Europeastitutions and administrations;

2. encourage meetings and exchange programmes between associations and NGOs in
each of the countries involved during initiatives and events of civic nature, organis
network members

3. carry out information-and awareness campaigns for the European citizens, but also
claiming campaigns through the collection of signatures in order to influence
policies of the European Unipn

4. organise, every year, in a different European country, a meeting of European NGOs
leaders. These civic forums, all the while promoting the human, cultural and fe
dimensions of European construction, will make it possible to clarify and to precis
civic and democratic model that we want for Europe.

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY

It is the highestinstance of the network endowed with all the necessaauthority to
accomplish the objectives of the associati@haired by the president of the association, the
general assembly is the statutory moment oflective validation of the activity and financial
reports.It is also an opportunity to debate on current European Issues.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TheBoardof directors of the European Civic Forum is composedlofepresentatives of

associationdrom 14 EU countries, elected for three years by the general assemigly.

third of the members of the Boardre to be reelected every yeaiheBoardis responsible

F2NJ Lz GAy3a GKS 3ISYySNIf aasSvyoteQa RSOAaAAZY
and the ativities and campaigns to be developed.

Two meeting of the Board of directors took place in 2008

--—on 18 Junen Brussels within the EESC premises, preparatory meeting for the European Civic
Days held in September in La Rochglle

- on 13 Novemberin Brussed within the EESC premisdsst debriefing meeting and followp
of the recommendations emerged from the debates in La Rochelle.

STEERING COMMITTEE

The steering committee elected by the general assembly on 20 Februaryi2@0Bposed
of representatives of the followingorgangations
President: Jeana - NO w2 AN} yiX [ A3JdzS RS tQSyaSiadaySySyi

Vice-presidents: Rafaella Bolini, ARCI (ItalyMonika Pajerova, ANO Pro Evropiizéch
republig, Jan Robert Suesser, Ligi¢duman rightgFrance)

Secretary: Laure Onidi, AEGHzIrope (Belgique)
Treasurer: Hermano Sanches, Cap Magellan (Portugal)

Since Novembre 2008, the European Civic Forum employs a coordinatslexandrina
NAJMOWICZ, first permanent employee of the rganisatioBhe is responsible for theverall
coordination of the network, of the organization of events and gatherings, of network
animation and development, communication and fundraisifgnce 2008, the European
Civic Forum has also contracte Daniel FORESTIER as an account auditor

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu






19

building an active European citizenship

PLAN C FOR EUROPE

The European Civic Forum, a transnational network gathering associations andcehga@ed

in their countries in the field of civic education and citizenship, launches a new information
OFYLI AIyd LIQE& YIAYy 202SOGAQS Aa G2 SyKIFIyoOS
civil dialogue. This campaigi PLAN C FOR EUROPEE 6 & &% £CitizenshipCiviemindedness,
Communication, Civil dialogue), leans on two mains actions strongly linked for the
implementation of participatory democracy. Participatory democracy isceimed as being
complementay to representative democracy.

ACTION 1: SUPPORT STRUCTURING THE ASSOCIATIVE LIFE IN EUROPE

In the 27 countries of the EU, millions of citizens dedicate themselves within-hundred
thousands of associations and NGOs that are committed to international development,
culture, gender equality, education, socialksiige, and fight against racism, environment,
solidarity, sports, etc. in order to make a better world. Associations represent an authentic
place of civic education, social advancement and revaluation of commitment. Distinct from
political organisations ah syndicates, they complete the gathering of individuals around
common values. NGOs and associations, in their capacity of mediation, are an essential link
between citizens and institutional authorities. As they provide a privileged freedom of
expressiont® European citizens, they promote commitment and active citizenship by restoring
civic aspirations and contributing to the rehabilitation of « politics ». For the European Civic
Forum, the vitality of a democracy can be compared to the vitality of itscéesce sector.

Within the framework of its « Plan C for Europe » and to support the development of
associative life, the FCE will inform about the civic and the social functions of asso@ations
NGOs in Europe and will develop tools in order to prontbéeassociative life.

GASSOCIATIVE SPONSORINGE Iy RWININING OF NGOsé will-be encouraged. An association
in need of a particular support (furniture, computers, exchanges of practices, coacloirgdgm
to think and do a project, etc.) could be sponsorgdamother association bettgorovided or
experienced. The website of the FCE will publish the list of the sponsmsiogiations and the
demanding associations.

ACTION 2: INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK FORF EUROPEAN CIVIL DIALOGUE
The European Union financetteets, bridges and other types of infrastructures. It financed

the possibility of fruitful mobility for students. It is time that the same attention is drawn to set
up a European participatory democracy

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu
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Awarded in the presence of

Europe was born out of an economic spirit. In fhure it must commit itself more within the
sacial, cultural and civic dimensionswhich associations and NGOs are actively engaged. The
European Union should, henceforthinance te institutional framework of @&uropean civil
dialogue in which the Europeassociative networks could be partnersdegffective actors.

Following the example of social dialogue registered in the European treaties that legally
establishthe relations between public authorities and social partners, civil dialogue shtsdd

be norm and clarified institutionallyArticle 8b of the treaty of Lisbon, which is in the process

of being ratified, invites thé&curopean institutions and the « representative associations » of
civil society to engage aegular dialogue. This article appears as a first stage in the
acknowledgement othe legitimacy and the relevance of the « associative word » in civil
dialogue as well as in iisstitutionalization.

One of the first useful elements in this juridigalitical construction is certainly th&TATUTE

FOR EUROPEAN ASSOCIATIONS. This statte would allow a clear and transparent
identification of European associative networks working for the general interest. Therefore,
they will be clearly identified to participate in different consultations, in fact thus in civil
dialogue.

Besides, the elajration of aCHARTER OF MUTUAL COMMITMENTS between the European
institutions and the recognized European associations, endowed with a statute, (like the British
"compact" which exists between the government and the 'charities") could encourage the
stability and the coherence in the definition of the place and the role #estociationshould

play in the European civil dialogue.

The European Civic Forum wishes to associate a large number of European assauiations
NGOs to collaborate with this campaigndato its reflection. Within the framework of it
Plan C for Europe », the FCE will organize public meetings, gatherings of associati@Cmnd
leaders and will make concrete propositions so the debate can go deeper.

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu
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THE FIRST EUROPEAN CIVIC DAYS
LA ROCHELLE - 4, 5, 6 SEPTEMBER 2008

!!'—M(JBILITE
-t.imALOG-UE
PARTICIPATION

Vers une citoyenneté.européenne active

The first Euroepan Civic Dayere held on4, 5
and 6 SeptembeR008in La Rochelleon the
i K S Y $obilidy, Dialogue, Participation:
towards an active European citizenshipe with
the support of the European Commission
within the Europe for citizens programme and
in the frameof the French presidency of the
European Union and its  Raroles

R Q S dzNP»LI®&afmdne opublic debates

This event brought together soe 1,000 representatives from more than 500
associations from across the European Union, from the Balkans, from Turkey, from
Russia, from Ukraine and from Moldavia, to share their experience and working methods
and build up a strong Europside network.Several recommendations emerged from the
thematic debates andvere relatedto the place and the role of civil society within the
democratic functioning of our societies.

A METHODOLOGY BASED ON INTERACTIVITY

Open to a great diversity of actors, the Europe@A A O Rl @&  daz2od
G26FNRa |y I O0GABS 9 detlP LIS

t F NIAOALI GA2YY

At
I

leaders of the European voluntary sector. They also welcbmestitutional
representativesand other key actors of European citizenship.

The content of the meeting isbeen the outcome of aconsultation with different
European networks and platforms and the European institutionscaline outof a
participative nethod based on ca@onstruction, a practical approach, based on
experience and enhanmg the varety of the participantsa transversal approach, both

local and European.

The interactive and participatory organisation of the evemtis benefic for the
associations, whicthad the occasion to exchange anget involvedin the various

workshopsproposed.

This threeday meeting proposg different reflection axes on the concept of active
European citizenship. In thHel thematic workshops, participantshave beerable to share
experiences that effectively foster European citizenship, especiallyugiir mobility,
intercultural dialogue and participation. The results of these debates led to concrete

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu
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propositions ér the emergence of &uropean project shared by the preseitizens and
NGO actors.

TASK DIVISION AND SETTING UP OF THE PROJECT

To better distribute the work andshare the tasks, a pilot teanof 7 personshas been
mobilized by CIDEM, under the authority of Cedric Bloquet and-Neao Roirant,
organizers of the event. This team started preparing the event from February 2008. The
tasks were dvided as follows:

V 1 person inchargeof registrations anchccommodatiorof participants

V 1 personin charge of preparing the workshops, in relation with the various
stakeholders

1 personin charge of preparing thplenarysessionsnd the round tables
1 person in charge of elaborating the internal and external communication tools
1 person in charge aklations with the medias

1 person in charge of logistiand relations with the variougroviders

<K < < <

1 person in charge dinancial followup.

PARTNERSHIPS

Several partnerships have been estdidid in the frame of this projéc

Firstly with the Town Hall in LRochelle, which provided us with support for the official
opening cocktail and the local communication on newspaper, website, electromptagis
boards.

Media partnerships have bearegotiatedwith local and national TVs and Radios, as well as
with the written press for promoting the event.

A specific partnershipas been agreedith the institute TNS Sofret carry outa survey on
the Euroman citizenship seen by the French, in the frame of the 9th barometer of
citizenship

The results of this survey have been presented within-a round tapl8rice Teinturier,
director of strategies of opinion.

¢ 2dzi S f QOdEMdbaals thféridtion Icemré, has also beercontributed to the
communication orthis eventthough their awareness programme of the French presidency

2T 0KS 9dzNRLISIY ! yA2YyI Gt NRfSa RQSAZNRLISSy aé

*k%k
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A French/English and French/English interpretatof the debates, openings, roudables,
workshops and closings, has been foreseen and the réablgs have been interpreted in
the sign language

FOLLOW-UP

A first followup of the event has been dresseg by within theBoard meeting on 13

november 2008 in Brussels, in presence of Cécile Leclercq, Programmes Manager at the

I AGAT SYakKALl t2tA08 ' yAGS G9dzZNRPLIS F2NJ / AGAT S
Woelke, General Affairs and Future of the European Union Unit, European Cooperation
Directorae, French Minister of Foreign and European Affairs and Patrick Feve, Head of Unit
GwSt I GA2ya 6AGK GKS OAQGAt &a20ASdae 2NHIFYAT
European Economic and Social Committee.

They all expressed their greetings for the aslements in the organization of the first
GOdzZNR LISIY [/ ABGAO 5Feaé¢ GKFG ISYSNFGSR NBFf 4N
civil society actors and resulted in coherent and realistic proposals to create a social Europe

so that citizens better addre to the political construction.

According to the general impression, theersity of the participants was one of the strong
LRAyiGa 2F GKS FTANRG G9dz2NRPLISIY OABGAO 51 e&aé¢ K.
from all across Europe, politicagfires, representatives of French and European institutions,

as well as most of the big European netwokks0 leaders of NGOs coming from 25

European countries took part in the 14 thematic workshops. Three reporters, Tamara
Flanagan, Corinne Bord and Ripk Helson resumed the discussions and the propositions
emerged from the high quality debates.

Bringing together grassroots organisations of the civil society and policy makers was a great
achievement, a first step in bridging the gaps between citizensEurdpean institutions,
towards the recognition of the role of ONGs within the European public sphere.

The European Civic Forum has also received a very positive feedback from the representatives of
European and French institutions that participated irRloghelle Odile Quintin General Director

of the DG EAC (the General Directorate of Education and Culture) was really satisfied with the
opportunity to have a face to face meeting with national NGO leaders familiar with the local
issues, without passing 2hdz3 K AYUSNXYSRAI UGS o02RASa &adzOK I &
YySG62N) a¢ o

The French State Secretary for European Affd@apPierre Jouyethas also shown his deep

interest in the civil dialogue and the role of NGOs within the civic ownership of the Europe

debate. Nevertheless, he pointed out the need to structure the relations between European
institutions and the associatiof@epresentatives of the civil society.

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu
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While preparing the conclusions of the French Presidency of the European Busealyne
BachelotNarquin, French Minister for Health, Youth Affairs, Sports and Associativialsife,
undertaken that the Czech and Swedish Presidencies of the European Union carry out the

LINPOS&aa F2NJ I adGlrddziS 2F GKS 9dzNLBFYybDR&E?2

representatives of the civil society, eligible to dialogue with the European institutions.

The Summary of the plenary sessions and theecommendations emerged from the
g2N] AaK2L)J RSolFGSa INB F@LAflLIoftS 2y rMdhavs 2y
been communicated to a great number-of French and European institutions and policy
makers.

DISSEMINATING THE RESULTS

Thedebates summarpasbeen drawn up in French and English right after the event in order
to be communicatedas soon as possibl@mongst the participants but also amongst the
usual partners of the European Civic Forum.

The recommendations issued have been widely disseminated to the local and European
institutions and political figures concerned by the thematic of the event.

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu
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FORUM GEUROPE FOR CITIZENSE DG EAC

Following the European Civic Days in La Rochelle, the European

R Civic Forunwasinvited to take part in theEurope for Citizense
PEFoR : forum organisedon 13 and 14 November in Brussels the DG
Diference " S Education and Culte of the EuropeaiCommission

This forum was anpportunity for the about 350epresentativef
civil society organisations and European, local and national
Institutions to discuss on theneans to develop an active European
o 4 citizenship and to share goqatactice and experiencélhis event
,Jf’\ ﬁ{& also permitted to rewardsuccessful cooperation initiatives in the
v field of active citizenship

Monika McDonaugh-Pajerova, vice president of the European Civic
Forum was invited to address the audience within ttiéicial opening to introduce themain

conclusions of the meeting in La Rochellee public widely appreciated her speech and we
receivel a very positive feethack concerning this associative gathering.

EUROPEAN EDUCATION FAIR

The European Civic Forum partaiigd in the European Education Fair which tptdcein Paris
from 27to 30 Novembef008.This Fair was created 10 years ago and welcomed this year about
500000uvisitors In2008,it was an event of the Frendbresidencyf the European Union.

SOCIAL PLATFORM CONFERENCE ON CIVIL DIALOGUE

On 9 and 10 December 2008, the European Civic Fpanitipatedin the Social Platform
annual conference in Brussels, on the thederil Dialogue ¢ How can we shape the Europe
wewant?¢ ¢ KS 02y Of dza A &ighsemergeR frodBh©RuNPESYCRIC Days were
distributed to the more than 100 participants.

CONFERENCE "CIVIL'IN PARTNERSHIP - LET'S PREPARE TOGETHER FOR THE
HUNGARIAN 2011 EU PRESIDENCY!"

JeanMarc Roirantwas invited to represent the Forum arabdress the opening o the
conference organised in Budapest on 16 December 2008 byEtiepean House in
partnership with theHungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This meetingofficially opened

the consultations with civil society organisations in the perspecbf the Hungarian EU
Presidency in 201The Forum was invited to share the experience of organising the event in
La Rochellen the frame of the French presiden@nd to present theresults to the
Hungarian authorities

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORWMw.civicforum.eu
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- ANNEX 2 -

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORUM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009
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FCE ¢ BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2009
24 MEMBERS ¢ 16 COUNTRIES ACROSS EUROPEAN UNION

ASSOCIATION - NGO COUNTRY MANDATE
GSl ltalia Italy 3 years
Animafac France 3 years

ANO pro Evropu Czech Republic 3 years
CIDEM France 3 yaars
AEGEE Belgium 3 years

DOCUMENTA Spain 3 years
FDO Netherlands 3 years

CIVE%oundation Spain 3 years

CNVOS Slovenia 3 years

Asociatia Pro DemocratigAPD Romania 3 years
Ligue of Human rights France 2 years
CapMagellan Portugal 2years

Europe&n House Hungary 2years
AEDH Belgium 2years

ARCI Italy 2 years

League of education France 2years

IRFEUrope Germany 2years

Contact 2103 Belgium 1year

Ccsv United Kingdom lyear

Jaan Tonissoni Institute Estonia lyear
Youth Work Ireland Ireland lyear
Kesalukioseura Finland lyear
Citizens Union PAREMVASSI Greece lyear
Permanent forum of civil society Belgium 1year

Observer : Civic Alliance Latvia
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