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PPAA RRTT II CCII PPAA NN TT SS  ::   

 

The following organisations were represented: 

AEDH ς European association for the defense of Human rights, CIDEM - Civisme & Démocratie 

(France), ANCE - Athens network of collaborating experts, (Greece), ARCI (Italy), Permanent forum of 

European civil society (Belgium), FDO - Forum voor Democratische Ontwikkeling (Netherlands), CSV - 

Community Service Volunteers (United Kingdom), CNVOS ς Center for information service, 

cooperation and development of NGOs (Slovenia), ANIMAFAC (France), Pour la solidarité (Belgium), 

Contact 2103, Social Forum CyprusΣ D{L LǘŀƭƛŀΣ [ŀ [ƛƎǳŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ƴǎŜƛƎƴŜƳŜƴt (France), Institute of Public 

Affairs (Poland), CIVES Foundation(Spain), Asociatia Pro Democratia (Romania), Ligue of Human 

rights (France). 

 

 

11 ..   OOPPEENN II NN GG  

The president, Jean-Marc Roirant, welcomes the representatives of the organizations member of the 

European Civic Forum ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ 

able, mostly due to financial reasons, to come to Brussels. Within the official opening of this general 

assembly, the president proposes the adoption of the minutes of the last general assembly. Report 

unanimously adopted. 

22 ..   SSTT AA TT UU TT OORRYY   RREEPPOORRTT SS  

Activity report 2008 

Alexandrina Najmowicz, coordinator, presents the Activity report 2008 of the European Civic Forum 
(see Annex 1). 

The first part is dedicated to a brief history of the Forum, since its informal creation in 2005 up to 
now. A second part recalls the key moments of the Forum during 2008 and the projects 
accomplished: launching ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ά! tƭŀƴ / ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛsŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǾƛŎ 
5ŀȅǎέ ƛƴ [ŀ Rochelle (France), Europe for citizens Forum (Brussels, Belgium), European Education Fair 
(Paris, France) etc. 

Within 2008 the European Civic Forum was counted 8866  national aassssoocciiaattiioonnss  aanndd  NNGGOOss  within  2222  EEUU  

ccoouunnttrriieess,,  involved in matters relating to civic mindedness and education to citizenship. 

 

Financial report 2008 

Cédric Bloquet, ECF administrator (association CIDEM - Civisme & Démocratie), presents the 
9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǾƛŎ CƻǊǳƳΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ нллуΣ analyzing each grand expenditure and income lines. 

Most of the expenditures (465 33сΣмл ϵύ and income (467 лрпΣмо ϵύ registered this year are related 
to the organisation of the ά9ǳǊƻpean Civic Daysέ on 4, 5 and 6 September 2008 in La Rochelle 
(France). 
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The 2008 accounts have been settled with 1718.03 Euros surplus, which we suggest to allocate to the 
adjournment. 

These accounts have been audited by the cabinet Ferco which is responsible, since our last general 
assembly, of auditing our accounts along with the provisions of the French law. 

 

Recommendations from the members: 

Philippe Grosjean, Permanent forum of civil society highlights the need to ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
/ƛǾƛŎ 5ŀȅǎέ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ 
the workshops. 

Philippe Helson, Contact 2103 network is satisfied with the success of the civic days in La Rochelle 
and of the impact of the recommendations emerged from the debates, which have been taken up 
within the άMagazineέ on European Mobility, 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭ ƻƴ 
education and culture across Europe. 

Pierre Barge, AEDH recalls the political dimension of the associative involvement within the 
European construction and points out the necessity for the NGO sector to get organized and 
structured in order to take part in the dialogue with the institutions. 

Crista Huisman, FDO regrets the presentation of the statutory documents in French, which makes it 
impossible for her to appreciate their content. 

Jean-Claude Boual, Permanent forum of civil society hopes for a better horizontal dynamics 
between the members of the European Civic Forum and suggests the working programme of the 
Forum should be established along with those of member organizations. 

Goran Forbici, CNVOS recommends setting up a « discussion forum » on our website to allow 
members exchange with each other. He also suggests that the membership fee should be raised from 
20 Euros to 150 Euros. 

5ŀǾƛŘ [ƻǇŜȊΣ [ƛƎǳŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ9ƴǎŜƛƎƴŜƳŜƴǘ invites the NGOs member to ƎŜǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ άƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇέ ŀƴŘ 
speak out on behalf of the Forum within public conferences or associative gatherings and to promote 
its activities to their national institutions and contacts. 

Tamara Flanagan, CSV and Raffaella Bolini, ARCI call to mind the diversity of national practices of 
civil engagement across the European Union and the need to take fair account of this variety when 
setting up an institutional framework of civil dialogue at EU level. They are also very enthusiastic 
about organizing NGO twining, as they might stimulate the creation of working groups on specific 
themes, such as, for example, the statute of the European association and the sharing of good 
practice of lobbying and dialogue with the institutions both at national and European level. 

After these hearings, the president submits the statutory reports to vote. 

The activity report and the financial statements are unanimously adopted with one abstention. 



 

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORUM | www.civic-forum.eu 

 

4 

 

PPRREESSII DDEENN TTõõSS  RREEPPOORRTT   AA NN DD  PPEERRSSPPEECCTT II VV EESS  FFOORR  22 00 00 99 //22 00 11 00   

Jean-Marc Roirant, president of the European Civic Forum restates ǘƘŜ CƻǊǳƳΩǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŀ 

cciivviicc  aanndd  ppooppuullaarr  oowwnneerrsshhiipp  ooff  EEuurrooppee, and recalls the three main priority actions aiming to fulfill 
this objective: 

1. Carry out information and awareness campaigns amongst European citizens to get them 
more involved within the public policies and the current political issues; 

2. Foster encounters and exchanges between our members and regularly organise gatherings 
of European stakeholders in those countries which hold the Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union; 

3. Work for the development of a genuine European civil dialogue and empower NGOs and 
associations to actively take part in the democratic functioning of our societies. 

In 2008, the information and awareness campaign άA Plan C for Europeέ has given a new impetus to 
ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǾƛŎ CƻǊǳƳΩǎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎΥ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ February 2008 within the General assembly, this 
campaign will be carried forward all along 2009 and 2010. 

Based on two actions ς supporting the NGO development across Europe and lobby for the adoption of an 
institutional framework for European civil dialogue, following the example of social dialogue ς this 
campaign aims at empowering NGOs all across the European Union and mostly in those countries which 
lack of associative tradition and a structured civil society, due to their specific history and political context. 

Taking up the recommendations of the « European Civic Days » in La Rochelle, a specific 
financial tool for NGO twining should be announced at the beginning of June by the 
European Commission within the « Europe for citizens » programme. 

The European Civic Forum pursues its campaign for the setting up of a structured framework for 
European civil dialogue and the adoption of a Statute for the European association which might, 
beyond the symbolic recognition of the freedom of assembly, help simplifying the administrative 
procedures of the transnational organizations and facilitating the access to European founding. This 
statute might also provide the associations with a special representative mandate to take part in the 
permanent and structured dialogue with the European institutions. 

Facing the current period of strong political and institutional transformations ς election of the 
European Parliament, the selection of a new European Commission, ratification process of the Treaty 
of Lisbon ς the major responsibility of the European Civic Forum is to gather representatives of civil 
society organizations from national to transnational and European level and work together and 
bring up recommendations for the future of the 
European Union. 

In this perspective and following the example in 
La Rochelle, another ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƛǾƛŎ Řŀȅǎέ ǿƛƭƭ 
be organized in Spain in collaboration with a 
group of local NGOs, during the first semester 
2010 within the Spanish EU Presidency, on a 
thematic related to the European year for 
combating poverty and social exclusion. In 2011, 
which will be the European Year of Volunteering, 
some actions are also planned to happen during 
the Hungarian and Polish EU Presidencies. 

The European institutions are getting 
more and more interested in the 
emergence of our network on the 
European public scene: the ECF is 
member of the Liaison group with the 
civil society organisations in the EESC and 
of the Active European Citizenship Group 
(AECG) set up by the European 
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ DG EAC. 
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44 ..   AA CCTT II OONN   PPLL AA NN   22 00 00 99   

  

  

Date / Place Type of activity Themes 

2266  FFeebbrruuaarryy  22000099  

Madrid, Spain 
Preparatory meeting for the organisation of the 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƛǾƛŎ Řŀȅǎέ ƛƴ нлмл ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

the Spanish EU presidency. 

Active European Citizenship 

  

1100  --  1111  MMaarrcchh  22000099  

Prague, 

Czech Republic 

 

Conference within sthe Czech EU presidency. 

 

Building consensus about EU policies on 

democracy support 

  

1144  AApprriill  22000099  

EESC, Brussels, 

Belgium 

 

Gathering of civil society stakeholders : « Civil 

society day » : organised bu the ECF in 

collaboration with other EU networks and 

paltforms in order to call on EU deputies on the 

run up to the European elections on the means 

to set up a genuine civil dialogue at a EU level. 

! ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘƻ άCƻǊ ŀ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŜǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƛǾƛƭ 

ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦ  

 

Participatory democracy 

and civil dialogue : 

the organised civil society 

calls on MEPs 

1155  AApprriill  22000099  

EESC, Brussels, 

Belgium 

 

General Assembly of the European Civic Forum 

Participatory democracy and civil 

ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΥ CƻǊǳƳΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

coming EU elections 

77  MMaayy  22000099  

EESC, Brussels, 

Belgium 

Follow-up meeting ς civil soceity day ς within 

the leasion groupe with the civil society 

organisations of the EESC. 

Follow-up of the joint initiative for a 

genuine european civil dialogue 

1188  MMaayy  22000099  

Madrid, Spain 
Second preparatory meeting for the next 

ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƛǾƛŎ Řŀȅǎέ ƛƴ {Ǉŀƛƴ ƛƴ нлмлΦ  

 

Active European Citizenship 

 

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22000099  

Stockholm, 

Sweden 

 

 

aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9/CΩǎ {ǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ 

following a conference within the high visibility 

event of the Sedish EU Presidency. 

 

Dialogue 

Participation 

 

NNoovveemmbbrree  22000099  

 

EESC, Brussels 

Belgium  

 
- aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9/CΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ 

followed by a press conference; 
 

- tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎέ 

forum of the DG EAC. 

 

Follow-up and final report of the 

recommendations emerged from the 

European civic days in La Rochelle. 
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55 ..   EELL EECCTT II OONN   OOFF  TT HH EE  BB OOAA RRDD  OOFF  DDII RREECCTT OORRSS  AA NN DD  TT HH EE  

SSTT EEEERRII NN GG  CCOOMM MM II TT TT EEEE  

 

According to the statutes of the European Civic Forum adopted within the constitutive General 
assembly of 20 December 2006, the Board of directors is composed of at least 21 members. A 
third of the Board is to be reelected every year for a three year mandate. 

In 2008, the outgoing associations and NGOs were the following: 

The 7 outgoing members applied for a new mandate and so they are unanimously reelected for a 3 
year mandate. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Three organisations enter the Board of directors for a 3 year mandate with the unanimous 
agreement of the general assembly: 

ü APD - Asociatia pro democratia (Romania) ; 

ü CNVOS (Slovenia) ; 

ü CIVES (Spain). 

Every association will officially indicate the names of the persons (permanent and substitute) that 
will sit in the Board of directors. 

The Board is now composed of 24 organisations from 16 EU countries (see Annex 2). 

The following Steering committee has been unanimously elected by the Board members: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ü GSI Italia (Italy); 

ü Animafac (France) ;  

ü Ano pro Evropu (Czech republic) ;  

ü CIDEM (France) ;  

ü EAEGE (Belgium) ;  

ü Documenta (Spain) ;  

ü FDO (Netherlands). 

ü Jean-Marc Roirant, PreǎƛŘŜƴǘ ό[ƛƎǳŜ ŘŜ ƭΩŜƴǎŜƛƎƴŜƳŜƴǘΣ CǊŀƴŎŜύ ; 

ü Raffaella Bolini, Vice-President (ARCI, Italy) ; 

ü Jan Robert Suesser, Vice-President (Ligue of Human rights, France) ; 

ü Monika Pajerova, Vice-President (Ano pro Evropu, Czech republic) ; 

ü Cristian Pirvulescu, Vice-President (Asociatia pro democratia, Romania) ; 

ü Dragan Stojanovski, Secretary (AEGEE Europe); 

ü Cédric Bloquet, Treasurer (CIDEM, France). 
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NN EEWW  MM EEMM BB EERRSS  OOFF  TT HH EE  EEUU RROOPPEEAA NN   CCII VV II CC  FFOORRUU MM   

The general assembly unanimously voted ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ to accept 5 new associations 

become members of the European Civic Forum: 

1. ANCE (Athens network of collaborating experts), Greece 

- ONG created in 1996 by a group of experts in international development cooperation 

and technical assistance. Today, it has succeeded to create an extensive network of 

collaborators and volunteers for the promotion of sustainable development and the 

support of vulnerable social groups. 

2. IDC (Initiative for development and cooperation), Serbia 

- NGOs providing free legal assistance, social aid,  vocational training as well as tracking 

ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΩ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŀƴd situation 

of vulnerable population. 

3. EUROPEAN SOCIAL FORUM, Cyprus 

- national platform of 200 members covering 4 thematic fields: Education and Youth; 

Environment and agricultural development; Persons with disabilities and health 

problems; Active citizenship. 

4. IPA (Institute of public affairs), Poland 

- independant think tank created in 1995 to support modernisation reforms and to 

provide a forum for informed debate on social and political issues. It conducts research 

as we as societal analysis and presents policy recommendations. Since 2003, IPA 

conducts a project aiming to build an NGO friendly environment in Poland ς KOMPAS. 

5. CMR (/ƻƴǎŜƛƭ ŘŜǎ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŜǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ wŞǇǳōƭƛǉǳŜ Ŝǘ ŘΩ9ǳǊƻǇŜ), France 

- NGO fighting for gender equality and promotion of the European Union. 
 

***  
 

As there is nothing left to discuss on the agenda, the president officially closes the statutory part of 
the general assembly 2008 of the European Civic Forum. 
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PPUU BB LL II CC  MM EEEETT II NN GG  

The second half of this general assembly is been dedicated to further perspectives for 2010/2011 and 
to current European political issues. 

In his opening address, Staffan Nillson, president ƻŦ ƎǊƻǳǇ LLL ά±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ European 
economic and social committee shows his support and encouragement for the activities 
developed by the European Civic Forum in the field of the active European citizenship and civil 
dialogue. He also welcomes our gatherings within the EESC premises, recalling the very purpose 
of this institution as an intermediary body working to get civil society organisations closer to the 
other European institutions. 

ORGANISATION OF THE SECOND άEUROPEAN CIVIC DAYSέΣ {t!Lb - 2010 

Carmen Pinedo, CIVES presents the project of organising the second « European Civic Days » in 2010 
in Spain within the Spanish Presidency of the European Union, in partnership with a group of 10 
Spanish NGOs under the coordination of CIVES foundation: 

1. CIVES ; 

2. Asociacion Pro Derechos Humanos de España; 

3. ASDE (Federacion de asociaciones de scouts de España); 

4. MPDL; 

5. Solidaridad Internacional; 

6. Documenta; 

7. Plataforma de las ONG de acción social; 

8. Plataforma de voluntariado; 

9. Fundacion Ferrer y Guardia; 

10. Liga española de la educación y de cultura popular. 

These associations and NGOs are very important actors within the third sector in Spain. 

A first ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎΩ preparatory meeting took place on 26 February 2009 in Madrid. Back then is has 
been decided to follow the format in LA Rochelle as regards the organisation of thematic workshops 
in relation with current issues of European interest and the thematic of 2010 - European Year of 
combating poverty and social exclusion: European social citizenship. 

Another preparatory meeting is to be hold on 18 May 2009 in Madrid to discuss into further details 
the choice of the place and the dates of the project, the tasks division, etc. 

The Spanish partners are responsible of establishing local contacts and partnerships with the national 

and regional institutions. In collaboration with the European Civic Forum, they are also responsible of 

fundraising. 

A transversal approach, coming from local to European level, will be privileged. The added value of 

the project will namely consist in the diversity of the participants and the choice of this άōƻǘǘƻƳ-ǳǇέ 

approach in getting grassroots organizations working together to make proposals for the European 

policy making, implementation and evaluation. 

***  

The participants suggest to actively involve all the organisations member of the European Civic forum 

in the preparation of this event, to set up working groups for establishing the themes and selecting 

the stakeholders to be involved in the workshops. 
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PERSPECTIVES FOR 2011 ς EUROPEAN YEAR OF VOLUNTEERING 

Taking up a civil society initiative1 supported by the European Civic Forum in the framework of the 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǾƛŎ 5ŀȅǎέ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƛƴ [ŀ wƻŎƘŜƭƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ European Commission has recently 

accepted to declare 2011 as a European Year of Volunteering and intends to make a formal proposal 

during the first half of 2009. 

Tamara Flanagan, CSV introduces this initiative, from its origin up to present and future 

perspectives: the idea was born back in 2005 during the British EU Presidency and it has been 

supported by future French and Czech presidencies. A key moment was the adoption of the 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ {Ŝptember 2008 in favor of this initiative, asking the 

Commission to declare 2011 the άEuropean Year of Volunteeringέ. 

Currently the Commission is in phase of inter service consultation and a formal announcement will 

be made before the European elections. 

Associations and NGOs from all across Europe should actively get involved in the preparation of this 

year of volunteering by lobbying their respective local authorities concerned with this issue to get 

them participating in the co-financing of specific activities for the year. 

Celebrating a European year of volunteering would be an opportunity to recognize the role of 

associations and promote the contribution of volunteers within the economic and social 

development of our societies and the transmission of civic values. 

Objectives: 

Å wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΩ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ, of the skills they develop and the benefits of their 

target population; 

Å Respect the diversity of national practices; 

Å wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ social development; 

Å Highlight the political and ideological dimension of the civic engagement as exercise of active 

citizenship; 

Å Opportunity to show that Europe belongs to its citizens. 

Possible instruments: 

Å Information campings; 

Å Cooperation between different services of the European Commission; 

Å Mobilisation of civil society; 

Å Cross-cutting use of all relevant European programmes ; 

Å Specific financial toolsΧ 

                                                           
1
 ! Ƨƻƛƴǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ нлмм ŀƭƭƛŀƴŎŜέΥ European Volunteer Centre (CEV), the Social Platform, 

the World Organisation of the Scouts Movement, the Red Cross/European Union Office, the European Youth Forum (YFJ), the 
older peoples platform AGE, Caritas Europa, Volonteurope (CSV), Solidar, the Confederation of European Senior Expert 
Services (CESES), ENGAGE business network, EURAG, Johanniter International, the European Association of Voluntary Service 
Organisations (AVSO), the European Non-Governmental Sports Organizations (ENGSO and ENGSO Youth), Youth Action for 
Peace (YAP), the Euclid Network and Eurodiaconia. 



 

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORUM | www.civic-forum.eu 

 

11 

 

EUROPEAN CIVIC Fhw¦aΩ{ PROPOSITIONS FOR THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 

Jean-Marc Roirant, ECF debriefs the άCivil society dayέ held in Brussels on 14 April on the initiative of 

the European Civic Forum and other European networks and platforms2 in partnership with the 

Group III of the EESC. 

A common manifesto « For a genuine European civil dialogue » has been launched on this occasion 

to call on the political parties on the setting up of a permanent dialogue with the representative 

associations and the civil society in the frame of the ratification of the Treaty of Lisbon providing 

along with its article 11 instruments for a more participatory democracy. 

This event is an important step forward towards structuring the up to now disconnected debates 

about civil dialogue at a European level. 

The European Civic Forum undertook to gather together about twenty of the biggest European 

networks and platforms beyond and stand up united beyond the diversity of their respective fields of 

action for a cross-cutting general interest: the adoption of a statute for the European associations 

and foundations and a structured framework for civil dialogue, following the example of social 

dialogue. 

This joint initiative is a first step of an active mobilization of the European networks for the 

recognition and the taking into consideration of the voice of civil society. 

***  

Within its closing address, Risto Raivio, head of άCitizenshipέ Unit of the DG EAC welcomes the 

contribution of the European Civic Forum to the European debate on means to promote an active 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǾƛŎ Řŀȅǎέ ƛn La Rochelle 

in raising recommendations from grassroots actors and putting them forward to the European 

institutions. 

These recommendations have been inspiring the institutional and political reflections on the new 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎέ ǇǊƻƎramme of the European Commission: a specific financial tool 

for NGO twining will be put to test this year by the Commission in the frame of the European Year of 

Creativity and Innovation and a  pilot call for projects will be published this summer. 

 

                                                           
2
 European Civic Forum, COFACE (Confederation of family organisations in the EU), AEDH (European 

Association for the defense of Human rights), Youth Forum Jeunesse, Eurochild, the Platform of European 
social NGOs, ILGA (International Lesbian and Gay Association), EUCIS-LLL (the European platform of civil society 
for education and lifelong learning), European movement, EDF (European Disability Forum), EFC (European 
foundation center), RED (Rurality, Environment, Development), Grouping of NGOs social services providers 
(Solidar, EASPD ς European association of service providers for persons with disabilities), CEDAG ς European 
council of associations of general interest), BEUC όǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΩ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴύΣ EWL (European 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƭƻōōȅύΣ Iw5b όIǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪύΧ 
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EDITO 
 

Created at the end of World War II to establish lasting peace, the European project was 
founded on the commonly shared values of democracy, rule of law, solidarity and respect for 
human dignity and diversity. This project enabled the building of a unique and innovative 
model of economic and political integration. However, the process is now suffering from a 
lack of commitment from citizens many of whom notice the gap between themselves and EU 
institutions. 

Currently in process of ratifying, the Treaty of Lisbon took into account the necessity for a 
greater implication of citizens to European life. Article 11 explicitly acknowledges the 
principle of participatory democracy. It thus meets the strong demand of many in European 
civil society for an "open, transparent and regular dialogue with representative associations 
and civil society". As a result real efforts from institutions to achieve it are now on the 
agenda. 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǳǊƎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ άƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜέ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ 
participatory and deliberative methods. Yet, a more participatory democracy cannot ignore 
the role of associations and NGOs in civil dialogue. Schools of democracy and active 
citizenship, associations working for the general interest are privileged places of expression 
for European citizens, particularly important when they have the feeling they are not really 
consulted.  

Countering to the tendency to general civic disaffection, voluntary sector can restore 
enthusiasm and build a Europe that would not be reduced to merely economic 
preoccupations. But a Europe that would be attached to social justice, promote access to 
education and culture for everyone, would be respectful of Human rights and of cultural 
diversity, and that would be concerned about sustainable development. 

The EU should guarantee the institutional framework of a European civil dialogue in order to 
foster the construction of a more democratic, civic and social Europe. European associative 
networks are key actors to structure this dialogue. A civic and popular ownership of European 
construction cannot be possible unless the role and the relevance of the voice of hundreds of 
thousand associations, committed to educational, cultural and social issues, is been 
recognized. 

Jean-Marc Roirant, 

President 
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HHIISSTTOORRYY  &&  OOBBJJEECCTTIIVVEESS  
 
The European Civic Forum is a young network with a strong ambition: encourage and facilitate a civic 
and popular ownership of Europe, by means of connecting local, regional and national associative 
actors involved in matters relating to active citizenship and civic mindedness and by setting up joint 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ άawake ǘƘŜ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎΦέ 

The European Civic Forum has been informally created in 17 December 2005 in Strasbourg, when 

250 European leaders of associations and NGOs gathered together within the Council of Europe to 

discuss about the future of the European Union and the European citizenship. 

Currently  

Currently the Forum is become a transnational network of 86 associations and NGOs from 22 
European countries involved in matters relating to civic mindedness and education to citizenship. 

The European Civic Forum is both a network of associations and NGOs and an annual gathering of 
European associative actors. After a one-year of informal functioning, the members of the Form 
decided to make a step forward and officially register as an association. Waiting for the adoption of 
a statute of the European association, the Forum is temporarily an association ruled by the French 
law (law 1901). 

Therefore, within the constitutive General assembly of 20 and 21 December 2006 in Paris, the members 
of the European Civic Forum adopted the statutes and elected a Board of directors and a steering 
committee. The 2008 Board of directors is composed of 21 members from 14 European countries and is 
responsible for strategic development of the network. 

Since its creation, the European Civic Forum Actively works for: 

1. brining to the foreground a real European civic dialogue based on clear thinking, 
exchange and the elaboration of propositions on the use of civic rights for all and on 
the link between citizens and the European institutions and administrations; 

2. encourage meetings and exchange programmes between associations and NGOs in 
each of the countries involved during initiatives and events of civic nature, organised by 
network members 
 

3. carry out information and awareness campaigns for the European citizens, but also 
claiming campaigns through the collection of signatures in order to influence the 
policies of the European Union;  

4. organise, every year, in a different European country, a meeting of European NGOs 
leaders. These civic forums, all the while promoting the human, cultural and festive 
dimensions of European construction, will make it possible to clarify and to precise the 
civic and democratic model that we want for Europe.  
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OORRGGAANNIISSAATTIIOONN    &&  FFOONNCCTTIIOONNIINNGG  

 

GGEENNEERRAALL  AASSSSEEMMBBLLYY  

It is the highest instance of the network endowed with all the necessary authority to 

accomplish the objectives of the association. Chaired by the president of the association, the 

general assembly is the statutory moment of collective validation of the activity and financial 

reports. It is also an opportunity to debate on current European Issues. 

 

BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS  

The Board of directors of the European Civic Forum is composed of 21 representatives of 

associations from 14 EU countries, elected for three years by the general assembly. A 

third of the members of the Board are to be reelected every year. The Board is responsible 

ŦƻǊ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ƻŦ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 

and the activities and campaigns to be developed. 

Two meeting of the Board of directors took place in 2008: 

- on 18 June in Brussels within the EESC premises, preparatory meeting for the European Civic 

Days held in September in La Rochelle ;  

--  on 13 November in Brussels within the EESC premises, first debriefing meeting and follow-up 

of the recommendations emerged from the debates in La Rochelle.   

 

SSTTEEEERRIINNGG  CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE  

The steering committee elected by the general assembly on 20 February 2008 is composed 
of representatives of the following organisations: 

President: Jean-aŀǊŎ wƻƛǊŀƴǘΣ [ƛƎǳŜ ŘŜ ƭΩŜƴǎŜƛƎƴŜƳŜƴǘ όCǊŀƴŎŜύ 

Vice-presidents: Raffaella Bolini, ARCI (Italy), Monika Pajerova, ANO Pro Evropu (Czech 
republic), Jan Robert Suesser, Ligue of Human rights (France) 

Secretary: Laure Onidi, AEGEE-Europe (Belgique) 

Treasurer: Hermano Sanches, Cap Magellan (Portugal) 

Since Novembre 2008, the European Civic Forum employs a coordinator, Alexandrina 

NAJMOWICZ, first permanent employee of the rganisation. She is responsible for the overall 

coordination of the network, of the organization of events and gatherings, of network 

animation and development, communication and fundraising. Since 2008, the European 

Civic Forum has also contracted M Daniel FORESTIER as an account auditor.
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OOuurr  ccaammppaaiiggnnss::  eemmppoowweerriinngg  tthhee  cciivviill  ssoocciieettyy  oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss  iinn  

bbuuiillddiinngg  aann  aaccttiivvee  EEuurrooppeeaann  cciittiizzeennsshhiipp    

 

 

PPLLAANN  CC  FFOORR  EEUURROOPPEE  
 

The European Civic Forum, a transnational network gathering associations and NGOs engaged 

in their countries in the field of civic education and citizenship, launches a new information 

ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ LǘΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 

civil dialogue. This campaign, άA PLAN C FOR EUROPEέ όάŎέ as Citizenship, Civic-mindedness, 

Communication, Civil dialogue), leans on two mains actions strongly linked for the 

implementation of participatory democracy. Participatory democracy is conceived as being 

complementary to representative democracy. 

ACTION 1: SUPPORT STRUCTURING THE ASSOCIATIVE LIFE IN EUROPE  

In the 27 countries of the EU, millions of citizens dedicate themselves within hundred 

thousands of associations and NGOs that are committed to international development, 

culture, gender equality, education, social justice, and fight against racism, environment, 

solidarity, sports, etc. in order to make a better world. Associations represent an authentic 

place of civic education, social advancement and revaluation of commitment. Distinct from 

political organisations and syndicates, they complete the gathering of individuals around 

common values. NGOs and associations, in their capacity of mediation, are an essential link 

between citizens and institutional authorities. As they provide a privileged freedom of 

expression to European citizens, they promote commitment and active citizenship by restoring 

civic aspirations and contributing to the rehabilitation of « politics ». For the European Civic 

Forum, the vitality of a democracy can be compared to the vitality of its associative sector. 

Within the framework of its « Plan C for Europe » and to support the development of 

associative life, the FCE will inform about the civic and the social functions of associations and 

NGOs in Europe and will develop tools in order to promote the associative life. 

άASSOCIATIVE SPONSORINGέ ŀƴŘ άTWINNING OF NGOsέ will be encouraged. An association 

in need of a particular support (furniture, computers, exchanges of practices, coaching in order 

to think and do a project, etc.) could be sponsored by another association better provided or 

experienced. The website of the FCE will publish the list of the sponsoring associations and the 

demanding associations. 

 

ACTION 2: INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK FORF EUROPEAN CIVIL DIALOGUE 

 

The European Union financed streets, bridges and other types of infrastructures. It financed 

the possibility of fruitful mobility for students. It is time that the same attention is drawn to set 

up a European participatory democracy. 
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The PLAN C FOR 

EUROPE has been 

rewarded in 2008 a 

pecial recognition 

prise within the ACE 

!ǿŀǊŘǎ άActive 

citizens for Europeέ 

organized by 

Volonteurope in 

partnership with 

CSV (Community 

Service Volunteers).  

Europe was born out of an economic spirit. In the future it must commit itself more within the 

social, cultural and civic dimensions in which associations and NGOs are actively engaged. The 

European Union should, henceforth, finance the institutional framework of a European civil 

dialogue in which the European associative networks could be partners and effective actors. 

 

Following the example of social dialogue registered in the European treaties that legally 

establish the relations between public authorities and social partners, civil dialogue should also 

be norm and clarified institutionally. Article 8b of the treaty of Lisbon, which is in the process 

of being ratified, invites the European institutions and the « representative associations » of 

civil society to engage a regular dialogue. This article appears as a first stage in the 

acknowledgement of the legitimacy and the relevance of the « associative word » in civil 

dialogue as well as in its institutionalization. 

One of the first useful elements in this juridical-political construction is certainly the STATUTE 

FOR EUROPEAN ASSOCIATIONS. This statute would allow a clear and transparent 

identification of European associative networks working for the general interest. Therefore, 

they will be clearly identified to participate in different consultations, in fact thus in civil 

dialogue. 

Besides, the elaboration of a CHARTER OF MUTUAL COMMITMENTS between the European 

institutions and the recognized European associations, endowed with a statute, (like the British 

"compact" which exists between the government and the "charities") could encourage the 

stability and the coherence in the definition of the place and the role that associations should 

play in the European civil dialogue. 

The European Civic Forum wishes to associate a large number of European associations and 

NGOs to collaborate with this campaign and to its reflection. Within the framework of its « 

Plan C for Europe », the FCE will organize public meetings, gatherings of associative and NGOs 

leaders and will make concrete propositions so the debate can go deeper. 
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OOuurr  eennccoouunntteerrss::  pprriivviilleeggeedd  ttiimmee  ffoorr  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  aanndd  eexxcchhaanneeggss  

  

  

TTHHEE  FFIIRRSSTT  EEUURROOPPEEAANN  CCIIVVIICC  DDAAYYSS  

LLAA  RROOCCHHEELLLLEE  --  44,,  55,,  66  SSEEPPTTEEMMBBEERR  22000088  

 

The first Euroepan Civic Days were held on 4, 5 

and 6 September 2008 in La Rochelle on the 
ǘƘŜƳŜ άMobility, Dialogue, Participation: 
towards an active European citizenshipέ with 
the support of the European Commission 
within the Europe for citizens programme and 
in the frame of the French presidency of the 
European Union and its « Paroles 

ŘΩŜǳǊƻǇŞŜƴǎ » programme of public debates. 

This event brought together some 1,000 representatives from more than 500 
associations from across the European Union, from the Balkans, from Turkey, from 

Russia, from Ukraine and from Moldavia, to share their experience and working methods 
and build up a strong Europe-wide network. Several recommendations emerged from the 
thematic debates and were related to the place and the role of civil society within the 
democratic functioning of our societies.  

AA  MMEETTHHOODDOOLLOOGGYY  BBAASSEEDD  OONN  IINNTTEERRAACCTTIIVVIITTYY  

Open to a great diversity of actors, the European ŎƛǾƛŎ Řŀȅǎ άaƻōƛƭƛǘȅΣ 5ƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ 
tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΥ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇέ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎed 
leaders of the European voluntary sector. They also welcomed institutional 
representatives and other key actors of European citizenship. 

The content of the meeting is been the outcome of a consultation with different 
European networks and platforms and the European institutions. It came out of a 
participative method based on co-construction, a practical approach, based on 
experience and enhancing the variety of the participants, a transversal approach, both 
local and European. 

The interactive and participatory organisation of the event was benefic for the 
associations, which had the occasion to exchange and get involved in the various 
workshops proposed.  

This three-day meeting proposed different reflection axes on the concept of active 
European citizenship. In the 14 thematic workshops, participants have been able to share 
experiences that effectively foster European citizenship, especially through mobility, 
intercultural dialogue and participation. The results of these debates led to concrete 
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propositions for the emergence of a European project shared by the present citizens and 
NGO actors. 

TTAASSKK  DDIIVVIISSIIOONN  AANNDD  SSEETTTTIINNGG  UUPP  OOFF  TTHHEE  PPRROOJJEECCTT  

To better distribute the work and share the tasks, a pilot team of 7 persons has been 

mobilized by CIDEM, under the authority of Cedric Bloquet and Jean-Marc Roirant, 

organizers of the event. This team started preparing the event from February 2008. The 

tasks were divided as follows: 

 

V 1 person in charge of registrations and accommodation of participants; 

V 1 person in charge of preparing the workshops, in relation with the various 
stakeholders; 

V 1 person in charge of preparing the plenary sessions and the round tables;  

V 1 person in charge of elaborating the internal and external communication tools ; 

V 1 person in charge of relations with the medias; 

V 1 person in charge of logistic, and relations with the various providers; 

V 1 person in charge of financial follow-up. 

  

  

PPAARRTTNNEERRSSHHIIPPSS  
 

Several partnerships have been established in the frame of this project.  

Firstly with the Town Hall in La Rochelle, which provided us with support for the official 

opening cocktail and the local communication on newspaper, website, electronic display 

boards. 

Media partnerships have been negotiated with local and national TVs and Radios, as well as 

with the written press for promoting the event.  

A specific partnership has been agreed with the institute TNS Sofres to carry out a survey on 
the European citizenship seen by the French, in the frame of the 9th barometer of 
citizenship. 

The results of this survey have been presented within a round table by Brice Teinturier, 
director of strategies of opinion. 

¢ƻǳǘŜ ƭΩ9ǳǊƻǇŜΦŦǊΣ ŀ άEuropean information centerέ, has also been contributed to the 
communication on this event though their awareness programme of the French presidency 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΣ άtŀǊƻƭŜǎ ŘΩŜǳǊƻǇŞŜƴǎέΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллуΦ 

 
***  
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A French/English and French/English interpretation of the debates, openings, roudn-tables, 

workshops and closings, has been foreseen and the round-tables have been interpreted in 

the sign language. 

 

FFOOLLLLOOWW--UUPP  

A first follow-up of the event has been dressed-up by within the Board meeting on 13 

november 2008 in Brussels, in presence of Cécile Leclercq, Programmes Manager at the 

/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ tƻƭƛŎȅ ¦ƴƛǘΣ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎέΣ 5D 9!/Σ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ƻŦ aŀǊƪǳǎ 

Woelke, General Affairs and Future of the European Union Unit, European Cooperation 

Directorate, French Minister of Foreign and European Affairs and Patrick Fève, Head of Unit 

άwŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎέΣ 99{/ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

European Economic and Social Committee. 

They all expressed their greetings for the achievements in the organization of the first 

ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǾƛŎ 5ŀȅǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǊŜŀƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎȅƴŜǊƎƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ 

civil society actors and resulted in coherent and realistic proposals to create a social Europe 

so that citizens better adhere to the political construction. 

According to the general impression, the diversity of the participants was one of the strong 

Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƛǾƛŎ 5ŀȅǎέ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ [ŀ wƻŎƘŜƭƭŜ ƭŀǎǘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΥ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ bDhǎ 

from all across Europe, political figures, representatives of French and European institutions, 

as well as most of the big European networks ς 60 leaders of NGOs coming from 25 

European countries took part in the 14 thematic workshops. Three reporters, Tamara 

Flanagan, Corinne Bord and Philippe Helson resumed the discussions and the propositions 

emerged from the high quality debates. 

Bringing together grassroots organisations of the civil society and policy makers was a great 

achievement, a first step in bridging the gaps between citizens and European institutions, 

towards the recognition of the role of ONGs within the European public sphere. 

The European Civic Forum has also received a very positive feedback from the representatives of 

European and French institutions that participated in La Rochelle: Odile Quintin, General Director 

of the DG EAC (the General Directorate of Education and Culture) was really satisfied with the 

opportunity to have a face to face meeting with national NGO leaders familiar with the local 

issues, without passing thƻǳƎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ άƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ 

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎέΦ 

The French State Secretary for European Affairs, Jean-Pierre Jouyet, has also shown his deep 

interest in the civil dialogue and the role of NGOs within the civic ownership of the European 

debate. Nevertheless, he pointed out the need to structure the relations between European 

institutions and the associationsΩ representatives of the civil society. 
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While preparing the conclusions of the French Presidency of the European Union, Roselyne 

Bachelot-Narquin, French Minister for Health, Youth Affairs, Sports and Associative Life, has 

undertaken that the Czech and Swedish Presidencies of the European Union carry out the 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ bDhǎ 

representatives of the civil society, eligible to dialogue with the European institutions. 

The Summary of the plenary sessions and the Recommendations emerged from the 

ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǾƛŎ CƻǊǳƳΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀnd have 

been communicated to a great number of French and European institutions and policy 

makers.  

 

DDIISSSSEEMMIINNAATTIINNGG  TTHHEE  RREESSUULLTTSS  

The debates summary has been drawn up in French and English right after the event in order 

to be communicated as soon as possible amongst the participants but also amongst the 

usual partners of the European Civic Forum. 

The recommendations issued have been widely disseminated to the local and European 

institutions and political figures concerned by the thematic of the event. 
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OTHER EVENTS 
 
 

  
FFOORRUUMM  άάEEUURROOPPEE  FFOORR  CCIITTIIZZEENNSSέέ  DDGG  EEAACC  
 

Following the European Civic Days in La Rochelle, the European 

Civic Forum was invited to take part in the άEurope for Citizensέ 

forum organised on 13 and 14 November in Brussels by the DG 

Education and Culture of the European Commission. 

This forum was an opportunity for the about 350 representatives of 
civil society organisations and European, local and national 
institutions, to discuss on the means to develop an active European 
citizenship and to share good practice and experience. This event 
also permitted to reward successful cooperation initiatives in the 
field of active citizenship. 

Monika McDonaugh-Pajerova, vice president of the European Civic 
Forum was invited to address the audience within the official opening to introduce the main 
conclusions of the meeting in La Rochelle. The public widely appreciated her speech and we 
received a very positive feed-back concerning this associative gathering. 

  
EEUURROOPPEEAANN  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  FFAAIIRR  

The European Civic Forum participated in the European Education Fair which took place in Paris 
from 27 to 30 November 2008. This Fair was created 10 years ago and welcomed this year about 
500 000 visitors.  In 2008, it was an event of the French Presidency of the European Union.  
 

SSOOCCIIAALL  PPLLAATTFFOORRMM  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  OONN  CCIIVVIILL  DDIIAALLOOGGUUEE    

On 9 and 10 December 2008, the European Civic Forum participated in the Social Platform 
annual conference in Brussels, on the theme άCivil Dialogue ς How can we shape the Europe 
we want?έ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘations emerged from the European Civic Days were 
distributed to the more than 100 participants. 

 

CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  ""CCIIVVIILL  IINN  PPAARRTTNNEERRSSHHIIPP  --  LLEETT''SS  PPRREEPPAARREE  TTOOGGEETTHHEERR  FFOORR  TTHHEE  

HHUUNNGGAARRIIAANN  22001111  EEUU  PPRREESSIIDDEENNCCYY!!""  

Jean-Marc Roirant was invited to represent the Forum and address the opening o the 
conference organised in Budapest on 16 December 2008 by the European House in 
partnership with the Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This meeting officially opened 
the consultations with civil society organisations in the perspective of the Hungarian EU 
Presidency in 2011. The Forum was invited to share the experience of organising the event in 
La Rochelle in the frame of the French presidency and to present the results to the 
Hungarian authorities. 

 



 

EUROPEAN CIVIC FORUM | www.civic-forum.eu 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- ANNEX 2 - 

 

EEUURROOPPEEAANN  CCIIVVIICC  FFOORRUUMM  
BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS  22000099  
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FFCCEE  ςς  BBOOAARRDD  OOFF  DDIIRREECCTTOORRSS  22000099  

2244  MMEEMMBBEERRSS  ςς  1166  CCOOUUNNTTRRIIEESS  AACCRROOSSSS  EEUURROOPPEEAANN  UUNNIIOONN  

Observer : Civic Alliance Latvia. 

ASSOCIATION - NGO COUNTRY MANDATE 

GSI Italia Italy 3 years 

Animafac France 3 years 

ANO pro Evropu Czech Republic 3 years 

CIDEM France 3 years 

AEGEE Belgium 3 years 

DOCUMENTA Spain 3 years 

FDO Netherlands 3 years 

CIVES Foundation Spain 3 years 

CNVOS Slovenia 3 years 

Asociatia Pro Democratia - APD Romania 3 years 

Ligue of Human rights France 2 years 

CapMagellan Portugal 2 years 

European House Hungary 2 years 

AEDH Belgium 
2 years 

ARCI Italy 2 years 

League of education France 2 years 

IRI-Europe Germany 2 years 

Contact 2103 Belgium 1 year 

CSV United Kingdom 1 year 

Jaan Tonissoni Institute Estonia 1 year 

Youth Work Ireland Ireland 1 year 

Kesalukioseura Finland 1 year 

Citizens Union PAREMVASSI Greece 1 year 

Permanent  forum of civil society Belgium 1 year 


